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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
KSON students help aid residents' dental health 
Armed with bags of toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
floss and booklets, nursing students joined 
area church members and delivered 1,000 
dental health packets to southwest Grand 
Rapids residents. 
Nine students in assistant nursing professor 
Marilyn Vander Werf's class partnered with 
Other Way Ministries and Servant's 
Community Reformed Church on February 19 
to complete their community health assess-
ment rotation. 
The six-week project began with studying the 
John Ball Park area and Census demographics. 
Students then polled community leaders 
regarding health concerns and found fire 
safety, nutrition , substance abuse, depression 
and dental health among the most frequently 
mentioned. Students and Vander Werf met 
with a roundtable of residents and collectively 
decided to tackle dental health . Senior Carrie 
Gillette said dental care is not available in the 
community and low-income residents often 
cannot afford routine trips to the dentist. 
"We were seeing the influence nurses can have 
in a community," senior Stacy Becker said. 
"Working with Other Way Ministries was great; 
Across Campus 
Bergers named 
director of Public Safety 
Grand Valley has promoted Barbara Bergers to 
director of Public Safety Services at the 
Allendale Campus, effective March 1. Bergers 
has been assistant director for the past five 
years. 
"Barb has done a very good job managing the 
campus police operation, with a focus on 
community policing and preventative and 
educational programs," said Tim Schad, vice 
president for Finance and Administration at 
Grand Valley. "Her rich experience provides 
perspective dealing with any type of issue that 
may arise." 
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they provided first steps into the community." 
The students researched and wrote a 16-page 
resource guide to dental health to include in 
their packets . The booklet and accompanying 
materials (coloring book , evaluations and 
coupons) were translated into Spanish by 
community residents. Other Way and 
Servant's Church collected donations of 
toothbrushes and other dental items. 
When they distributed the packets, students 
said reaction from residents was mixed. 
"We got good reaction or no reaction," Andrea 
Hoffman said. "But the people from Servant's 
Church told us that the residents were not used 
to receiving gifts." 
Vander Werf called the project successful 
because of the community involvement. 
"The students recognized the community's 
strengths and worked with residents who don't 
have services to meet their needs," she said. 
Vander Werf's students will present their 
project during Student Scholarship Day on 
April 7. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Marilyn Vander Werf, right, walks with (from 
left) Rachel Layne of Servant's Church and 
nursing student Stacy Becker to distribute 
dental health packets to residents in south-
west Grand Rapids. 
···------------------------
Before coming 
to Grand 
Valley, Bergers 
spent 22 years 
with the Detroit 
Police 
Department, 
earning the title 
of lieutenant. 
She said she 
was impressed 
with Grand 
Valley's inde-
pendent police 
force from the start. 
Barbara Bergers 
"This department is extremely professional 
at all levels. Our focus is providing excellent 
service to the students, staff, faculty and 
visitors of our community," she said. 
Bergers will oversee a staff that includes 13 
sworn officers, three clerical workers , and up 
to 70 student employees. 
"I've been mentored for this position since I 
came to Grand Valley by the former director, 
Allen Wygant," said Bergers. Wygant is the 
director of Public Safety for Pew Campus 
Security. "I look forward to and anticipate the 
challenges of this new responsibility." 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 Hoekstra meets with Student Senate 
Bergers now joins the chief of police in Walker and the director of public 
safety at Grand Rapids Community College in being the only women in 
West Michigan to hold such a position. 
U.S . Rep. Pete Hoekstra, R-Holland , covered the economy, terrorism, war 
in the Middle East and other topics during a Student Senate meeting on 
February 19. 
"The university is very conscious to promote diversity of all kinds," said 
Bergers. "The field of law enforcement is still predominantly male, so this 
is significant for women to see that this is a viable profession." 
Hoekstra returned from a trip to Tripoli with other congressional leaders 
to meet with Libyan leader Moammar Ghadafi. He chairs both the House 
Subcommittee on Technical and Tactical Intelligence and the House 
Subcommittee on Select Education. 
AWRI offers summer internships 
The Annis Water Resources Institute is accepting applications for summer 
semester internships. 
Through a gift from the D. J . Angus-Scientech Educational Foundation, in 
Indianapolis, the internships will be awarded to GVSU students majoring 
in the sciences, including engineering, computer, health , natural resource 
management, biological, chemical and physical. 
The recipients are expected to work an average of 40 hours per week on 
AWRI projects for 14 weeks during the summer semester. The stipend is 
$4,000 . Applicants will be judged on the following criteria: 
• Past academic performance; 
• Genuine interest in the environment and preservation of natural 
resources; 
• Appreciation for the American way of life and free-enterprise system. 
The deadline for applications is March 19. For more information, call the 
AWRI at xl3749. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra meets with students, faculty and staff and the 
community during a Student Senate meeting on February 19. Discussion 
centered on his recent trip to the Middle East. 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly dur-
ing the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu. 
Telephone: 616-33 1-222 1. Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
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GVFaces 
Chris Haven, 
assistant professor of writing 
As a writing professor, Chris Haven teaches students 
to express themselves through creative works of 
poetry or fiction. 
Soon, Haven will step into an editor's role and 
polish the creative voices of Grand Valley faculty 
and staff. 
He is the new editor of Grand Valley Review, the 
biannual journal that features essays, poetry and 
artwork by faculty and staff members . The spring 
edition will be published in late April or early May. 
Haven said to expect more of his editorial voice in 
the fall 2004 edition. 
"In that issue, I'd like to extend the discussion of 
what liberal education means ," he said. "It's impor-
tant to have a venue that serves as a campus voice, a 
forum for the Grand Valley community." 
Submissions for consideration in an upcoming 
Review can be sent 
to Haven via 
e-mail at 
havenc@gvsu.edu, 
or mailed to his 
office, 102 Lake 
Superior Hall. 
He also serves as an 
adviser for 
Fish/adder, the 
student journal. 
Interest in that 
publication has 
increased, he said. 
Chris Haven 
"There used to be seven people involved in the 
editorial process ," Haven said. "Now there are 30." 
Haven wrote a novel , The Disappearance of Hope 
Trimble, which is under consideration at a publish-
ing house. He joined Grand Valley two years ago 
and said he was attracted to the university because 
of its separate writing and English departments . 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Vandana Pednekar-Magal , assistant professor of 
communications , was interviewed by WOOD-AM 
about the possible merger of Comcast and Disney. 
Brenda Reeves, director of Wellness and Recreation 
Services, was interviewed by WGVU Radio about 
the obesity epidemic . 
Anton Tolman, assistant professor of psychology, 
was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 for a story about a 
serial rapist in Grand Rapids. 
continued on page 4 
What's Ahead 
Women's History Month 
celebrated with variety 
of events 
"Women Inspiring Hope and Possibility" is the 
theme of the 2004 National Women's History 
Month, and Grand Valley will hold a number of 
special events in March to honor that theme. 
Included are a presentation by a human rights 
researcher who has uncovered terrible evidence 
of Guatemala's civil war, an author who pon-
ders what Virginia Woolf would make of 
today 's feminism, a noted activist focusing on 
the younger generation of women, a four-hour 
women's retreat addressing happiness at work 
and home, and a lobbyist from NOW with tips 
for sharpening grassroots lobbying skills. 
Events are listed below and will be featured 
throughout March in the Forum. Admission to 
all events is free. 
Wednesday, March 10, 4 p.m. 
Women's Center Tea Party 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room 
This event brings together women activists, 
teachers, and students to participate in a cen-
turies-old tradition of combining tea parties 
with discussion of literature, politics, and 
reform. Karen Libman , associate professor of 
communications, will perform a piece drawn 
from her recent portrayal of Virginia Woolf's 
"A Room of One's Own." Entertainment and 
refreshments are free. Registrations are 
required; contact the Women 's Center at 
xl2748 or womenctr@gvsu.edu . Sponsored by 
the Women's Center and Women and Gender 
Studies. 
Wednesday, March 10, 7:30 p.m. 
Susan Gubar, "The Long and Short of 
Holocaust Poetry" 
Loosemore Auditorium 
Writer Susan Gubar 's recently published Poetry 
After Auschwitz: Remember What One Never 
Knew is a study of North American and English 
poets who have responded to the Holocaust in 
their work, serving as "proxy-witnesses." 
Thursday, March 11, 12 noon 
o_utstanding Women's Awards Ceremony 
K1rkhof Center, Grand River Room 
The ceremony will honor the rich contributions 
made by outstanding faculty, staff and students 
on issues of equity, scholarship and service. 
Awards presented include the Maxine Swanson 
Award, presented by the Women 's Commission; 
the Barbara Jordan Award, presented by 
Women and Gender Studies; Positive Black 
Women Scholarship awards, given by Positive 
Black Women; and Women's Center Student 
Award, given by the Women 's Center. 
Refreshments will be served. RSVP by calling 
the Women's Center at xl2748 or sending an 
e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Thursday, March 11, 1 p.m. 
Susan Gu bar, "A Feminism of One's Own" 
215/216 Kirkhof Center 
How might 
Virginia Woolf 
address the situa-
tion of women 
were she to write 
A Room of One's 
Own today? 
Drawing on 
Woolf's irony, 
lyricism, and 
humor, author 
Susan Gubar con-
templates the Susan Gubar 
startling transfor-
mations effected by the second wave of the 
women's movement by invoking Virginia 
Woolf as her muse. 
A pioneer in feminist literary studies, Gubar is 
best known for her collaboration with Sandra 
Gilbert. Their highly acclaimed The 
Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer and 
the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination 
(1979), was a runner-up for both the Pulitzer 
Prize and the National Book Critics Circle 
Award. Gubar 's recent works include Critical 
Condition: Feminism at the Turn of the 
Century . RSVP by calling the Women's Center 
at xl2748 or sending an e-mail to 
womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Gubar 's appearances are sponsored by the 
Joseph Stevens Freedom Endowment, GVSU 
Honors College, the Arts and Humanities 
Division, the Women's Center, and Women and 
Gender Studies. 
Victoria Sanford, author of Buried Secrets: 
Truth an? Human Rights in Guatemala, is 
shown with youth she works with in Central 
America. Sanford will speak at GVSU on 
March 17. 
Wednesday, March 17, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Victoria Sanford, "Truth, Human Rights 
and Advocacy," Cook-DeWitt Center 
Victoria Sanford, a senior research fellow at the 
Institute on Violence and Survival and author of 
the highly-acclaimed book, Buried Secrets: Truth 
and Human Rights in Guatemala, will discuss 
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her forensic investigations into massacres com-
mitted during Guatemala's civil war and share 
her fight for justice in Latin America. Sponsored 
by the Latin American Studies program. 
Thursday, March 18, 7 p.m. 
Rebecca Walker, "Feminism and the New 
Masculinity: Putting Down the Gun and 
~aking Up to Who We Really Are" 
K1rkhof Center, Grand River Room 
Named by Time 
magazine as one 
of the 50 future 
leaders of 
America, author 
Rebecca Walker 
is an important 
younger voice 
calling for social 
change and per-
sonal transforma-
tion. She is also 
widely known as 
co-founder of the 
Rebecca Walker 
Third Wave Foundation , the only national , 
activist, philanthropic organization for women 
ages 15 to 30. Sponsored by the Women and 
Gender Studies program and the Women's 
Center. 
Saturday, March 20, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Women's Retreat with Tess Marshall, 
"Flying By the Seat of My Soul" 
204 Kirkhof Center 
Tess Marshall is an expert on helping others 
reinvigorate their lives and work with joy and 
meaning. She has dedicated her life to teaching 
people how to be outrageously happy at home 
and at work. The women's retreat will be based 
on Marshall's book, Flying By the Seat of My 
Soul. Participants will receive practical advice 
in a fun workshop format. Lunch is included. 
Reservations are required; contact the Women's 
Center at xl2748 or womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Thursday, March 25, 12 noon 
Women Pioneers Panel 
104 Kirkhof Center 
Faculty members from GVSU's History 
Department explore women pioneers in a 
variety of historical roles. Sponsored by the 
Women's Center and Phi Alpha Theta (a history 
honor society). 
Thursday, March 25, 7-8:30 p.m. 
Advocacy Training with lobbyist Jean Doss 
215/216 Kirkhof Center 
Attendees can sharpen their grassroots lobbying 
skills and increase their understanding of cur-
rent public policy issues of concern to women 
in Michigan . Sponsored by the Women's Center 
and the Grand Rapids Chapter of the National 
Organization for Women. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon., March 1 
7-8:30 p.m.: The Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies sponsors World Affairs 
Council event: "Perils and Promise of 
Democracy Building in Latin America, with 
Lessons for Iraq," by Ambassador Marilyn 
McAfee. Performing Arts Center, Aquinas 
College. 1607 Robinson Road, Grand Rapids. 
Call x12770 for more information . 
Wed., March 3 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. 142 KC. Call x12622 for 
more information. 
Fri., March 5 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call x17337 for more information . 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education seminar, 
"Advanced PR-Crisis Communications and 
Media Relations ," by Susan Nemes. 
VENTS 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x17117 for 
more information. 
Sat., March 6 
9:30-12 noon: Educational Technology and 
FfLC workshop, "Designing Classroom 
Assessments: Techniques using Blackboard." 
205A DEV. Call 13498 for more information . 
···-----------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 2 
William Morrison, ass istant visiting professor 
of history, was interviewed by WGVU Radio 
and Michigan Radio about the movie, The 
Passion of the Christ. 
Kathryn Remlinger, assistant professor of 
English, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press about language dialects in the Upper 
Peninsula. 
Marilyn C. Vander Werf, assistant professor of 
nursing, was interviewed by numerous media out-
lets about a nursing student community project. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
was elected to the international board of direc-
tors for Association Internationale du Film 
d 'Animation , the oldest international organiza-
tion for animators. 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, was elected 
to the board of directors for the Society of Asian 
and Comparative Philosophy. He also published 
an article, titled "Toward a Broader Notion of 
Causation (and Technology)" in Technology and 
Cultural Values - On the Edge of the Third 
Millennium. 
Kedron Bardwell, assistant professor of politi-
cal sc ience, wrote an article, titled "Campaign 
Finance Laws and the Competition for Spending 
in Gubernatorial Elections," published in Social 
Science Quarterly. 
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of manage-
ment, and Steve Goldberg, professor of 
accounting , published an article, titled "How To 
Handle the Threat of Catastrophe," in the 
Journal of Corporate Accounting and Finance. 
Mary Warner, Human Resources director of 
benefit services, has been designated a Certified 
Employee Benefit Specialist by the International 
Foundation of Employee Benefit Plans and the 
Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
Grace Coolidge , assistant professor of history, 
wrote an article, titled "Choosing Her Own 
Buttons: The Guardianship of Magdalena de 
Bobadilla," which was published in Power and 
Gender in Renaissance Spain: Eight Women of 
the Mendoza Family, 1450-1650. 
Steve Glass , associate professor of movement 
science , published an article, titled "Self-
Selected Weight Lifting Intensities in Novice 
Weight Lifters," in the Journal of Strength and 
Conditioning Research. 
Jim Crawley, associate director for 
International Recruitment, was appointed as the 
regional representative for NAFSA: Association 
of International Educators, Region V. 
Math faculty members David Coffey and Pam 
Wells gave a presentation, titled "Spending Time 
in Elementary Schools: Lessons Learned and 
Impact on Content/Method Courses Taught," at 
the Association of Mathematics Teacher 
Educators conference in San Diego. 
Char Beckmann, professor of mathematics, 
gave a presentation , titled "Integrating the 
Thinking of Middle Grade Students into a 
Mathematics Methods Course," at the 
Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators 
conference in San Diego. 
Paul Yu, assistant professor of mathematics, 
attended the Association of Mathematics Teacher 
Educators conference in San Diego. 
George McBane , associate professor of chem-
istry, co-authored a paper, titled "State-to-state 
rotational relaxation rate constants for CO+He: 
Infrared double resonance measurements and 
simulation of the data using the SAPT theoreti-
cal potential energy surface," published in the 
Journal of Chemical Physics. 
Paul J. Reitemeier, visiting associate professor 
of philosophy, wrote a report, titled "Gifts to 
Health Care Professionals from the 
Pharmaceutical Industry," for the National 
Ethics Committee of the Veterans Health 
Administration. 
Aaron Klein Haight , assistant director for 
Student Life , gave a presentation , titled "Are We 
Moving Together Forward?" at the Association 
of Fraternity Advisors Conference in San 
Antonio. 
Bruce E. Dunne, assistant professor of engi-
neering, co-authored a paper, titled "Unbiased 
Bilinear Equation Error System Identification ," 
which was presented at the 37th Annual 
Asilomar Conference on Signals , Systems and 
Computers in Pacific Grove, California. 
Priscilla Kimboko, dean of Graduate Studies 
and Grants Administration, was appointed to 
serve on the Area Agency on Aging of Western 
Michigan Advisory Council. She was also elect-
ed vice president for membership of the Great 
Lakes Center for Sages, a local nonprofit organi-
zation that offers an alternative perspective on 
aging through educational activities. 
Mathematics faculty members Ed Aboufadel 
and Steven Schlicker co-authored an article, 
titled "REU Spotlight: Grand Valley State 
University," that appeared in Math Horizans . 
Ken Fridsma, Jo Ann Litton and Oscar 
Lopez, from Financial Aid, and Connie Dang 
and Stacy Stout, from Multicultural Affairs, par-
ticipated in College Goal Sunday at City Hope 
Ministries in Grand Rapids. The event was 
geared toward helping high school students fill 
out financial aid paperwork. 
Richard E. Veazey, associate professor of 
accounting and taxation, gave a presentation , 
titled "An Analysis of CPA Exam Performance 
at Southeast Colleges and Universities: A Time 
Series, Pooled Approach," at the Mid-South 
Association of Business Disciplines in Jackson , 
Mississippi . 
• •• 
